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etoisonne: Enameled Jewels of the 0rient 
By Barbara Bureker 

Hold a cloisonne inkwell in your hands and you can't 
help but be amazed at the detail of fine wire and 

enamel. Learn a little more about the process of creating 
the piece, and you will realize just how precious your 
jewel-like inkwell really is. 

The art of enameling goes way back, although the 
process people took to develop it is not completely 
known. What is known is that a couple of thousand 
years ago, humans began decorating metal objects with 
precious stones. When glass was developed, probably by 
the ancient Egyptians, craftsmen began using colored 
glass in place of the gemstones. The challenge they 
faced was combining two very different materials so 
they would remain fused. The most common method of 
doing this was by melting the glass in order to "stick" it 
onto the metal. Over time, craftsmen experimented with 
powdering the glass, creating enamel. This enamel 
could be applied to the metal and heated to high 
temperatures in order to fuse the two together. 

Because the properties of metal and glass are so 
different, this fusion was not terribly secure. One 
method that was used to eliminate (or limit) cracking 
and separation of the enamel from the metal was to 
create small cells in the metal in which the enamel was 
enclosed. These cells were created in a variety of ways; 
the most common were by carving them out (this 
method is now called champleve) or by placing fine 
metal wire onto the base metal. This is cloisonne. The 
making of enameled items using both of these methods 
spread from the Middle East into and throughout 
Europe. In Great Britain, the Celts were making 
enameled pieces in the third century. In Germany and 
Austria, pieces of cloisonne and champleve have been 
found dating to a period between the tenth and 
fourteenth centuries. 

It is nol certain quite when the art of glassmaking 
and enameling reached China and Japan, but at some 
point by the thirteenth century, Chinese artists were 
working with glass, metal and enamel. It was not until 

This is an exceptional and probably one-of-a-kind inkstand. It is japanese and features a 
variety of interesting and beautiful design elements, including short strips of cloisons (wire) 
that become part of the picture. This can be seen in the close-up; the wires are used to create 
clouds. The lid lifts off to reveal three enameled inserts . The amazing thing here is that even 
the rims of the inserts are decorated. I never get tired of looking at this beaLtty. 
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l had never heard of a Lock 
Well until I found this one on 
eBay. This is a Post Office 
Sengbusch Self-Closing 
Inkstand with a lock and key. 
I wasn't sure how it worked 
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until l received it. The fact this inkstand came with the original 
box and instructions helps to understand how it works. Without 
the instructions, you would never guess the two metal pieces are 
actually a lock and key. If you study the pictures, you can see 
how it works. 
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1932 Shipping eontainer ;,_ 
Since I look for inkwells everywhere, _..~ 

I found a site in France called 1001 Ink 
Bottles. This is Max Davis's site. One day while 
checking items he had for sale, I found a shipping container 
that had a label indicating it was shipped from The Carter's Ink 
Company, Boston, Mass. 1t was addressed "Michael Cine 
johnstown, PA," and it had a date of Feb 26, ] 932. 0( course 
I wondered how this container ended up in France. 

It is now back-in the United States, sitting on my desk. "'"""~ 
I would have never guessed this is how they shipped ink bottles 
in 1932. The postage was 4-1/2 cents-how do you pay for the 1/2 
cent? I also wonder if the small container was just for shipping or 
could it be a traveling container. The ink bottle is not marked 
Carter's Ink, so I am guessing it was made by Carter's Ink for Post 
Standard American. The ink bottle fits in the small container, and 
the small container fits in the larger shipping container. 

Is the Hook 
on This Inkwell 
for a 
Pocket Watch? 



Was this Inkwell earried bSt a 
Soldier in Sherman's ArmSJ? 

1 bought this inkwell for two reasons. First, it had a paten t 
date of May 6, 1851, plus the word "Goodyear. " Second, it had a 
note inside that read "Inkwell carried by father G. W. Auld in 
Sherman's army. '' 

The patent date and the word "Goodyear" are so small l 
couldn't get a good picture. You have to see it with a Ioupe. The 
patent isn 't for the inkwell; it is for the hard rubber it is made of. 
The person I bought the inkwell from thought it was a patent for 
Charles Goodyear who in vented rubber; however, I discovered 
that Nelson Goodyear, Charles' brother, has this patent for 
processing hard rubber. 

What confused me was this traveling inkwell did not have a 
glass insert and no way to seal water. Further research revealed 
this is an ink powder or pellet holder. A small amount of powder 
or pellets would make as much as a quart of wri ting ink when 
dissolved and mixed as needed, a little at a time. The little 
traveling inkwell could supply sufficient writing ink to last the 
average traveler or soldier for an indefinite period. ' 

l have not ye t researched G. W. Au ld to see if he was in 
Sherman's Army 

When I bought this ink bottle, 
I was primarily interested in the 
corkscrew attached to the bottle. 
The corkscrew is marked 
"CLOUGH'S CORKSCREW 
PATE I JULY 22 , 1884 CARTER'S 
INK. " I wasn't aware that 
corkscrews were attached to 
bottles in the late 1800s. Further 
research revealed other companies 
also attached folding corkscrews to 
their bottles. A good example is 
Listerine (see photo). Each of the 
two different Listerine corkscrews 
are marked Listerine. 

Of course I was also interested 
in the Carter's Writing Fluid label. 
It is marked "Carter's, Dinsmore & 
Co. ," which helps date this bottle 
to between 1872 and 1895. The 
back of the bottle is marked "Stiff 

& Sons Lambeth. " My research revealed 
Stiff & Sons was located in Lambeth, 
England, between 1863 and 1913. The 
question I have is why was Carter's Ink 
using bottles made in England? 

A <Jraee Before Writing 

This is a sacrament, I think! 
Holding the bottle toward the light, 
As blue as lupin gleams the ink; 
May Truth be with me as I write! 

That small dark cistern may afford 
Reunion with some vanished friend,-­
And with this ink I have just poured 
May none but honest words be penned! 

Christopher Morley (1890-1957) 
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A few excellent cloisonne resources items were used for this 

Lawrence A. and 

G. The Enamels ~f China New 

Sir .L.VLH.HJlL) 1970 . 
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eloiscnne: Enameled Jewels of the Orient 



etoisonne: Enameled 

l think this shape is so elegant. The brass elements complement the 
cloisons nicely. It's fun to look for different colors of enamel; the blue 
one with the pink flowers makes me think of spring. These all have 
hinged lids and long brass inserts. 

Many whole desk sets were 
made with cloisonne. This is 
a beautiful japanese set 
featuring butterflies and 
flowers . Foil and translucent 
enamels make the butterflies 
really glow. 
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Jewels of the 0rient 

This is a fun floral inkwell. It is probably 
Chinese. The shape is unusual, and it 
features a hinged lid and metal insert. 

This is probably a Chinese inkwell. 
It's different from the others in that it is 
basically a brass inkwell , with cloisonne 
panels used as decoration. It is missing 
the finial. It has a hinged lid and a 
brass insert. 

These inkwells are quite common, and are more 
crudely made than most of the other inkwells 
pictured here. Still, they are cheerful, and feature 
some nice japanese elements such as foil and 
translucent enamels. Because this shape is a common 
one, it's fun to see how many you can find with 
different designs. The inkwell on the left has a 
replacement bakelite (or plastic) finial ; generally the 
finials used on these cloisonne inkwells are bronze 
cast in the shape of a flower or lotus blossom. These 
lids lift off; the inserts are usually metal with green 
or turquoise enamel inside. 

Another desk set, this one 
features cherry blossoms, 
chrysanthemums and ho-ho birds. 
This set is also probably japanese. 
The inkwell on the left is one that 
I purchased at an SOIC 
convention auction-it may have 
been my first cloisonne inkwell. 
l was fortunate to find the set on 
eBay, so this is now a "partner" 
set (with two inkwells)! 
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SOle Members Share Their Inkwells 

This is a pottery item, 2-1/2 by 2-1/2 by 
2-1/2 inches, light blue with darker blue 
decorations. It is signed on its base "E. 
Galle, Nancy," which means that it was 
made by the famous Galle glass 
company in the town of Nancy, France. 
It was made about 1875. As you may 
know, there is extensive literature about 
the Galle glass company and its output 
of art glass. What is not well-known is 
that Galle made a very small number of 
pottery items, which is one reason why I 
bought this inkwell. I bought it during a 
visit to London , England, in 1978, when 
I attended an auction by Sotheby's on 
Bond Street. I paid 44 pounds, which 
was probably about $100 at that time. 

-Douglas Bates, St. Catharines, Ontario 

This is one of my favorite inkwells (I 
have many favorites). It's a Webb Cameo 
Glass inkwell with hinged Gorham 
sterling silver top . English/American, 
circa 1900. Purchased in 2009 at a 
private sale, not on eBay. Very rare. 
Excellent condition. 3-3/4 inches tall x 
3 inches diameter. 

-Jane Betrus, Spencerport, New York 

Here are my latest finds , not necessarily my favorites. The triple snail is pictured 
in the Covill book on page 34 7, figure 1461. It has a patent date Nov. 26, 1879. 
I paid about $400 for it at an antique show in Cedar Falls, Iowa, in March 2012. 
The tri-corner hat was purchased at the same show for about $100. It has a loose 
lid and a clear glass liner. The date on it is February 22 , 1907. On the center 
medallion, there is a figure with a banner, and "1776-1883 Sons of the 
Revolution" is inscribed around the central figure. I would like to know more 
about this one; maybe a fellow collector can help. 

-Joan Coon1ey, Hampton , Iowa 

My favorite 
inkwells vary 
with my mood. 

I have so many that it is difficult to choose. 
I recently got an inkwell on eBay, and I now 
think it is my favorite. It reminds me of my 
wonderful Grandmother in the colors in which 
she decorated the lake cottage. It also has a 
place for her antique watch to hang. I think it 
is French, and I am a Francophile so that is 
perfect. There are no markings. It is feminine 
and dainty, just like my Grandmother. 

-Judith Walker, Huntersville, North Carolina 

See Members Share, page 16 



SOle Members Share Their Inkwells 

These pictures represent a collection within our collection: 
Dogs attired in sailor suits, smoking a pipe (or cigar). They are 
made of spelter metal, and then painted (presumably by hand). 
I don't know the origin, maybe Austrian because of their 
anthropomorphic whimsy. But with the bulldog and sailor 
theme, maybe English . I'd love it if anyone knows more about 
these pieces. They are unmarked. I did not keep a record of 
what we paid for each of them. Because I'm so fond of them, I 
wouldn't even think of selling them at a price below $300 
(which I realize is likely on the high side) . In the group photo , 
there is another bulldog in a green jacket with a rifle slung 
around him; he is OT an inkwell, but I added him to the 
group because he just seemed to fit. 

-Bob McConnich , Westlake, Ohio 

The tender family grouping and elaborate detail of this figural inkwell make it 
one of my favorites . Do you spy the cat curled up on the daughter's lap? The 
inkwell measures 7 inches tall. I purchased it for $155 at an antique shop in 
Minneapolis in 2001. 

-Anne Oslund, Minneapolis , Minnesota 
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See page 13 for details 
about this inkwell ... 

and the impressive 
selling price. 

Photo courtesy of Bonhams. 

Exquisite Daum .Nane~ inkwells, 
circa 1800s to 1015, sold at ehristie's auctions. 

Sold for $12 ,000 
June 2007 

Sold for $4,750 
September 2007 

Sold for $3,120 
December 2006 

Sold for $4,800 
June 2007 




