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Letters to the Editor 
Dear Editor, 
Q ecently toured the Salvador Dali 
!'-.assembled from 
World at the 

Inserts, Sanders, Lids 
for a complete, quality "look" 

from 500 to 600 

mm. 

selected 

OUTSIDE 
• DIAMETER : 

~. ·tJY 
send SASE for 

43 Rotterham 

Dear Editor, 
do I collect inkwells? 

lJfOiteSSIDr of 
of con1mumication: lJ(:rsonal, 



to tahe home the 



Museum displays intrigue and edueate 

II 

) f 

From left to 
right: a 
Mesopotamian 
baked clay 
contract and 
envelope, along 
with the type of 
stylus used to 
mark on clay; an 
Egyptian reed 
pen (1200 BC) 
and dried 
Egyptian ink in a 
clear plastic 

A variety of items that will become part of the Museum of 
Writing's exhibit. Bottom left is a British "penny" ink bottle and 
above that is an American Globe ink bottle. To the far right, above 
the black and gold tablet, is a Roman green stone double inkwell. 
There are a variety of traveling writing sets in the middle. 

container (75 AD); a 15th century four fin metal pen; a "Bion 
Pen" (also known as "the pen without end"); uncertain of next 
pen's identity; far right is an ivory and gold pen that belonged to 
Pauline Bonaparte. 

A nib for every occasion! These were 
made by joseph Gillott & Sons. 

Brian jones, secretary of the Birmingham 
Pen Trade Heritage Association is on the 
left, Lisa Salmons is on the right, and a 
number of other officers and members of 
the association stand in the middle. 

Perry Pens claim to have 
"A pen to suit every hand. " 

An artistic display of pen nibs, also at 
the Pen Room. 

This is an ivory cylinder seal 
(3000 BC), and the seal's design 
rolled onto a piece of clay. 

A variety of pen nib boxes. 



lot 11. Fancy double revolving (snail), marked on 
the bottom: "Tatums Revolving". Both clear glass ink 
bottles have "Tatums" impressed on them. It is from 
the Hunting Collection and can be seen in The 
Collector's World of Inkwells on page 159. Estimated 
value: $350-550. 

lot 131. Cobalt glass 
teakettle inkwell with 8 

panels. American ca. 1890. 
Dimensions are 3" x 3". 

Estimated value: $250-300. 

lot 167. Brass inkwell in 
the shape of a world globe 
with a hinged top . The 
inkwell sits on a brass 
pedestal base with a ship's 
wheel. English ca. 1890. 
Estimated value: $150-200. 

lot 14. Kneeling camel with beautiful polychrome finish. 
The saddle opens to expose the inkwell. Dimensions are 6" 
x 2-3/4" x 4" tall. From the Hunting collection, and can be 
seen in The Collector's World of Inkwells on page 45. 
Estimated value: $300-450. 

lot 103. Fancy Jasperware type 
inkwell with a hinged, metal top 
and decorated with white 
wreaths in relief. American ca. 
1880. Dimensions are 2-1/2" x 
2-1/2". Estimated value: 
$120-180. 

lot 189. Clear cut glass triple 
inkwe11 with fro nt pen rest steps 
and red, clear and blue cut glass 
hinged tops. American ca 1910. 
Dimensions are 4-l/2"W x 3"D x 
3"H. Estimated value: $200-300. 

Lot 137. 
Traveling inkwell 
covered with 
brown leather 
with a hinged top 
opened by a 
spring release 
button. Inside is 
a glass bottle 
with a spring 

Lot 182. Figural china inkwell of a 
peasant girl with her dog lounging by 
a tree stump inkwell , with a separate 
quill hOle. German, ca. 1900. 
Dimensions are 4"W x 3"D x 4"H. 
Estimated value: $75-100. 

lot 179. Pressed milk glass inkwell in the 
shape of a boat with a hinged, pewter top 
that has an embossed nautical design of an 
anchor and chain. American, ca. 1900. 
Dimensions are 5-1/2"W x 2"D x 3"H. 
Estimated value: $150-175. 

lock cover. Austrian, ca. 1900. Dimensions 
are 3" x 3". Estimated value: $75-100. 



A little more about two Auction inkwells 

'Don't miss the 2005 SOle eon-vention 
in Historic Williamsburg. 

the fall! hntnerse yourself in history! Best of 
surround yourself with who share the passion collecting. 

call to Buck Van Tine at 309-579-3040 a 
A extra 

a copy of Huntings' 
or a lovely silver-plated 

Another call to 
will get you your room 

Don't forget to use the code 

See you in Williamsburg on October 6! 



Our European eorrespondent: What's on in Europe 
How do Ameriean inkwells behave in the European market? 

mind 
IJV''""u'" customers, I 

All of them but a Barometric 

customers. 

and 

present 
administer our money, 

can to 

Sent to you 
from across 
the pond 

The Writing Equipment Society 

www.wesonline.org. uk 



New Old Pump Inkwells Surface 
(an oxymoron that made me happy!) 



The Ignoble 



Pen Wipe 

Merchants 

Pen Wipes from the collections Walker and Wiedabach. 



B00K REVIEW Why eollect? eheck out Lock, Stock 
and Barrel for some answers! 

in Inkwell History 
inkwells 



The Wax Seal eolumn 

Wax Seal Question: 

Wax Seal Trivia 

ANTIQUEl!NE 
Welcome to ......... ,,'"'""' 

on the world wide 

AntiqueLine in 
writing instruments, 

and many other items for your 
or 

http://www.antiqueline.com 

e-mail: 

914-276-0666 
Visit us anytime 

• 

A Few Websites to eheelt out: 

You've earned your wealth. 
[NOTHING SHOUlD TAKE IT AWAY] 

RBC 

Bob Chernow 
Vice President - Investment 

1000 N. St. 
Suite. 1500 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 

933-3246 
•

RBC 
Dain 

'"Rauscher 
MEMBER 



Dip into History: Portable inkwells kept the letters coming 

Portable Inkwells, 17 



A lovely telescope 
shaped penner that 
unscrews into three 
sections to reveal 
the ink bottle and 
pen (which also has 
a pencil on its other 
end). 

Two wooden "Civil War" type ink bottles. 

A novelty portable inkwell in the shape of a 
teapot. 

A couple of very 
nice portable 
inkwells. The 
one on the left 
includes a 
candle for 
heating wax (or 
possibly to allow 
a little night 
writing). A pen 
wipe is an added 

touch. The larger one is wood, with lovely gold 
work on the outside and a little drawer to hold 
nibs and possibly a telescoping pen or two. 

A lovely group of leather covered portable inkwells. When opened, one can see artistic engraving in the 
metal; the larger one has two inkwells and a pen wipe. 

Sure ly a Victorian 
lady's favorite , 
this delicate "egg" 
made of balsa 
wood with floral 
transfers comes 
with all the 
trimmings: 
pencil, a metal 
nibbed pen, a quill 
pen, ink bottle, 
and a small bit of 
material probably 
used as a 
pen wipe. 

These two fun inkwells were purchased at the 
2004 sore auction. 

A sports 
love r~ 

inkwell; this 
one is in the 
shape of a 
footba ll. 

A couple more novelty inkwells in the shape of a 
violin case and a tooled leather "glad bag." 

A-travelling we will go ... with this little suitcase 
and umbrella shaped pen, a souvenir from 
Mannheim, Germany. 

This may have been a 
celebratory gift to someone; 
a portable inhwell in the 

shape of a champagne 
bottle and ice 

buchet. 

One of many advertising inhwells , this one 
advertises a French wine. 

Portable inkwells from the collections of Fred Glauser, Thomas Ruehle, Jack Wiedabach and Barbara Bureker. 



A few more Auction inkwells ready for your bid 

Lot 30. Porcelain and brass pump 
type inkwell with spout cover and 
rear pen rack. French, ca. 1880. 
Dimensions are 5"W x 7"D x 6"H. 
Estimated value: $225-275. 

Lot 83. China, heart shaped 
inkwell with a set-on lid and 
decorated with hand painted 
flowers. Signed "France." 
French, ca 1920. Dimensions 
are 3" x 2-3/4"H. Estimated 
value: $75-100. 

Lot 156: Champleve polychrome enameled 
inkstand on an onyx base with a brass hinged 
matching champleve top. French ca 1890. 
Dimensions are 8"W x 5"D x 4"H. Estimated 
value: $180-200. 

Lot 28. Porcelain inkwell with hand 
painted polychrome floral decoration, 
a set-on top , insert and front pen 
rest. japanese ca. 1900. Dimensions 
are 3-1/2" W x 4-1/2"D x 3"H. 
Estimated value: $200-250. 

Lot 53. Traveling inkwell in the form 
of a gray derby type hat and an 
umbrella. The umbrella handle pulls 
out to become a pen. The top of the 
hat lifts to reveal an inkwell with 
screw cover. This piece is 
mechanically perfect and has most of 
its original paint. Ca. 1900. 
Dimensions are 4-1/2"W x 1-7 /8"D x 
1-3/8"H. Estimated value: $350-400. 

Lot 44. Owl with copper and 
silver colored feathers and glass 

eyes. Inscribed: "Meriden Silverplate Co. Quadruple Plate #2518". Ca 1885. 
From the Hunting collection, and can be seen on the cover of Collector's 
World of Inkwells and on page 16. Estimated value: $300-600. 

Lot 98. Silverplated metal inkstand with a 
stamped floral patterned tray, a clear cut glass 
inkwell with a hinged top , and stamp box. 
American ca. 1900. Dimensions are 7-1/2" W 
x 3-3/4"D x 2-1/2"H. Estimated value: $50-75. 

Lot 154. Vaseline cut glass 
inkwell with a front pen rest 
and a hinged Vaseline cut glass 
top. American ca. 1890. Rare 
color! Dimensions are 2"W x 
3"D x 3"H. Estimated value: 
#250-350. 

Lot 102. Brass squirrel standing on a 
round brass base. Squirrel's tail supports 
a brass globe inkwell with a hinged top. 
American ca . 1890. Dimensions are 3" 
x 5" H. Estimated value: $120-180. 



page 14 

Sources used: 

Rivera T &B: Inkstands 



A few notes on Penners Message from the 
Executive 'Director 

Summer2005 



Share your 
collection 

with our readers 

<'a Letters to the Editor 

~a Feature stories: 
with an informative article. 

<'a News about exhibits or shows or 
fairs. 

Send stories and 

Or 

elassified ads are 

rft.E.£. for members1 

PORCELAIN INSERTS, SANDERS, LIDS. To order these to 
the often or broken send SASE for Measurement Worksheet and Order 

form to: 43 Rotterham Dr., WV, 25427. 
available. An excellent fit and look your 

con1plete inkwell/stand for the term. 

BOOK FOR SALE. Inkstands and Inkwells & Ted Rivera. Contact Jo at 

RIVERA'S INKSTANDS & INKWELLS FOR SALE. Excellent copy of Inkstands & Inkwells 
by & Ted Rivera for sale. Contact Mayo at or 
858-456-7675. 

WANTED: OLD CATALOGS, MANUFACTURER INFORMATION, OR PUBLISHED 
ARTICLES which add to the of Knowle,dae f'Anf'on,mr1 

or 
available for at a later date. Send your material to 
PO Box 324, Mossville, 61552. Or with you to the convention! 

WONDERING WHAT TO GIVE that child or who has t:>\101'1/lntnn 1 How a 
of Inkwell Collectors! For $35.00 

four issues of 

All items listed below can be ordered by email f.!M~{lg~tf.\1WU&!Qll1, by mail at PO 
Box 324, IL or by phone at 309-579-3040. 

INKWELL INSERTS NOW AVAILABLE!!! Glass are now available in a of 
sizes! the SOIC for sizes and 

PEN, INK, & EVIDENCE by JOE NICKELL. This excellent materials 
for collector and document detective was out of 

This the best overall arts 
the SOIC included. 

spent years pump 
information about the 

color pictures add to this 

COLLECTOR'S GUIDE TO INKWELLS, BOOK I by Veldon Badders 
members/$21.00 non-members. This book by member Veldon Badders has over 

176 pages with over 500 color photographs. It includes information on 
of size, date and suggested value for each inkwell. 

This is a reference book every inkwell collector must have. 

COLLECTOR'S GUIDE TO INKWELLS, BOOK II Veldon Badders 
as a companion to Book I, book does not contain any repeats from the first 

volume. Book has over 750 full-color photo-graphs with sizes, dates, corrlP0!3ition, 
histories of manufacture and current market values. Collectors need this resource to 
abreast of values and to in their collection. 



Bernard 
Barkoff 

Appraiser 
of Inkwells for over 25 Years 

will be happy to 
Your Collection 

for Insurance and Value. 

I come to the United States 
on a regular basis. 

For more information please call 
44+ 207+722 7957 or 

e-mail: alreadyink@aol.com 

Pen Collectors of America 

US & Canadian Membership is 
$40 - 1 Year or $1 05 - 3 Years 

Overseas Membership is 
$60 - 1 Year or $150 - 3 Years 

Mennbership includes our award winning ma~1azir1e, 
P!=Nn;~nt access to our referemce 

plus other benefits. 

Pen Collectors of America 
P.O. Box 447, Dept. S 

Fort Madison, lA 52627-0447 

Email: info@pencollectors.com 
Website: 

Pra cing, Concentrating, 
and Strategizing - It ca·n 
Wo r Investing 

At RBC Dain Rauscher··, we 
to for 

Investrnent 

RBC 
Dain 
Rauscher 




